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Abstract

The present paper is a critical
discourse analysis of the ideology of
nationalism in Boris Johnson's first
speech as Prime Minister. The
problem with current study is that
the ideology of nationalism in Boris
Johnson's first speech has not been
critically analyzed. The study aims
to show how the ideology of
nationalism is  represented in
Johnson's speech. Furthermore, it
attempts to identify the micro
strategies that indicate the ideology
of nationalism and which strategies
are most frequently used and least

Assist. Prof. Dr. Azhar Hussain Obied

General Directorate of Najaf Education
azhar.abbas@uokufa.edu.ig
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frequently used. The study adopted
an eclectic model based on Van
Dijk's (2000, 2006). The paper
concludes that the ideology of
nationalism in Boris Johnson's
speech is fundamentally represented
by micro strategies, which in turn
lead to macro strategies of positive
self-representation and negative
other representation. Then, the micro
strategies that indicate the ideology
of nationalism in Johnson's speech
are distancing, honesty, repetition,
actor  description,  comparison,
lexicalization, national self-
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glorification, metaphor, number
game, and populism. Finally, the
most frequently employed strategies
of the ideology of nationalism are
lexicalization and national self-
glorification, whereas the least
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frequently employed is the strategy
of metaphor.

Keywords: Ideology, Nationalism,
Critical Discourse Analysis, Van
Dijk's (2000, 2006) Models, Micro
Strategies , Macro strategies.
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1. Introduction

Fairclough  (1989: 22) views
language as a form of social practice.
Three things follow from this
perspective: Language is part of
society from which it cannot be
excluded, language shapes society,
and society shapes language.
Fairclough(ibid) argues that text is a
product, not a process. As
Fairclough (ibid) explains, discourse
IS a term that refers to text,
interaction, and social context.
Hence, discourse analysis includes
text analysis as part of the process of
social interaction(ibid) .

Nationalism is one of the social
issues dealt with by critical discourse
analysis. Kohn (1965:9), a well-
known authority on nationalism
defines the concept as "a state of
mind, in which the supreme loyalty
of the individual is felt to be due to
the nation state”. It is actually
reported that there is a gap in
linguistic research concerning this
notion, as well as a lack of studies
regarding critical discourse analysis(
henceforth CDA). It is therefore the
purpose of this study to fill that gap.
Furthermore, to the best of the
researcher's knowledge, there have
been  few linguistic  studies
conducted on nationalism as an
ideology. Therefore, it is vital to dig
deep to understand it. The problem
with the current study is that the
ideology of nationalism in Boris

Johnson's first speech has not been
critically analyzed. Hence, the study
attempts to answer the following
questions: 1. How does the ideology
of nationalism represent Boris
Johnson's First Speech? 2. What are
the micro strategies that indicate
nationalism in Boris Johnson's
speech? 3. What are the most
frequently used strategies that show
the ideology of nationalism in the
Prime Minister's speech?

2. Critical Discourse Analysis
Wodak (1995:204) argues that CDA
Is concerned with understanding and
explaining both obscure and obvious
power and control relationships
revealed by language. In fact, it
comprises a variety of theories and
approaches with different models,
methods, and agendas (Wodak,
2002: 7).

According to Van Dijk (2001:352),
CDA refers to a type of discourse-
analytical research that aims at
revealing and eventually resisting
social injustices in the social and
political context by investigating
how social power abuse and
dominance are enacted, reproduced,
and resisted in text and talk (ibid).
Wodak and Meyer (2009: 36) state
that CDA aims to separate the
elements of discourse that have
become confounded in the mass of
discourse. Firstly, CDA is primarily
concerned with disentangling ideas
that are bound together and
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confusing in discourse. Second,
CDA is concerned with analyzing
discourse qualitatively and
quantitatively according to what has
been said and what should be said in
a society. Third, it employs
strategies to narrow or expand
discourse. As the final step, CDA
aims to evaluate and criticize the
discourse(ibid).
3. Ideology

Ideology, according to Van Dijk
(1998:78), consists of a set of beliefs
that are expressed through language
and practiced by a group of people.

Here, ideology is defined in terms of
cognition, society, and discourse. In
other words, ideology describes a set
of ideas which identify a group of
people and are reflected in their
language use(ibid). Furthermore,
Simpson  (2004:28) states that
ideology is "the matrix of beliefs we
use to comprehend the world and the
value systems through which we
interact in society". Thus, ideology
refers to a set of values and beliefs
we use to comprehend the
world(ibid).

Van Dijk (2006:120-121) defines
ideology as the beliefs that
determine the social representations
of social groups. Social
representations provide the basis for
discourse and social behavior. It is
important to analyze discourse since
it contains ideologies that form and
are formed by ideologies(ibid).

Bloor and Bloor (2007:10-11)
assert that critical discourse analysts
must be aware that the majority of
dialogues people engage in are
ideologically-driven. Most people do
not realize that their beliefs and
attitudes are colored by their
ideologies. Critical discourse
analysis  attempts to  expose
concealed ideologies in the discourse
that underpins social interaction, and
make these ideologies explicit(ibid).
4. Nationalism
Smith (1989:343) highlights the
ways in which nationalism as an
ideology seeks to create nations:
nationalism 1s “an 1ideological
movement  for  attaining and
maintaining the autonomy, unity and
identity of an existing or potential
‘nation’”, and ‘“as a movement,
nationalism often antedates, and
seeks to create, the nation, even if it
often pretends that the nation already
exists”. He  emphasizes that
nationalists cannot, however, create
nations and reach their goals of
autonomy, unity and identity, “there
need to be some core networks of
association and culture, around
which and on which nations can be
‘built’” (ibid).

Like Smith above, Spencer and
Wollman (2002:2-3) define
nationalism as "an ideology which
imagines the community in a
particular way (as national), asserts
the primacy of this collective
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identity over others, and seeks
political power in its name, ideally
(if not exclusively or everywhere) in
the form of a state for the nation (or
a nation-state )"(ibid).

The term "nationalism," as defined
by Kacowicz, A.M. (1998:10), refers
to the pride a nation has in itself as
well as the attachment it has to its
members. Further, it may be
reflected in the desire to raise a
nation's standard of living. The study
Is carried out based on this
definition.

5. Nationalism as a Political
Ideology

Ernest(1983:1) points out that
nationalism is primarily a political
principle consisting of two main
consistent units, namely political and
national units. Nationalism can be a
sentiment or the feeling of anger
aroused by the violation of principle,
or the feeling of satisfaction aroused
by its fulfillment. It can be also a
movement which is activated by
such kind of sentiment. Furthermore,
Ernest (ibid) adds that the nationalist
principle can be violated by several
reasons such as lack of political
control over boundaries of nations,
the ruler’s decision to favor minor
groups over the major group, by
which an intolerable sense between
groups could emerge.

According to Stothart (2014 cited in
Ngouo 2020:62) nationalism derives
from the word nation, which is a

concept different from state. Nation
Is a sociological term that refers to a
group of people who have a sense of
connection with each other. This
connection can be on the basis of
language, ethnicity, culture or
geographic proximity. On the other
hand, State is a political term that
includes four elements; people,
territory, government and
sovereignty. In essence, the term
‘nation’ symbolizes the social unity
of a people, while the term ‘state’
politicizes that union(ibid).

6. The Eclectic Model of the
Study

The present study deals with
qualitative and quantitative analyses.
It adopts an eclectic model based on
selected strategies from Van Dijk's
(2000) and (2006) models. These
strategies are macro and micro:

A.  Macro strategies

1. Positive self-representation

o Emphasizing good things
about US.

o Deemphasizing bad things
about US.

2. Negative other-representation

) Emphasizing bad things about
THEM.

o Deemphasizing good things
about THEM (Van Dijk,2000:44).

B. Micro strategies

1. Distancing: It is a way of US-
THEM polarization, which indicates
a distance between speakers of
ingroups and outgroups in a talk.
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Furthermore, it is a sociocognitive
device that can, for instance, be
expressed through the wuse of
demonstrative pronouns instead of
naming or describing others. For
example, conservatives often refer to
refugees as "those people.” (Van
Dijk, 2000 : 67).

2. Honesty: Using words such
as (frankly and honestly) or phrases
such as (we shouldn't hide the truth)
can be part of this strategy. Speakers
use this strategy in order to
demonstrate their honesty. The
speakers state their positive value of
honesty and openness while at the
same time participating in negative
other presentations, even derogatory
ones. (ibid: 80-81).

3. Repetition: Repetition is a
strategy used in discourse to
encourage readers or listeners to pay
more attention to what a speaker or
writer is saying, through a careful
rehearsal of facts (Ibid: 83).

4, Actor Description: It aims
to deliver a detailed description of
the entities (place, person) of
discourse. Producers of discourse
often describe their group positively
and mitigate its negative practices,
whereas out-groups are negatively
described and their negative
practices are emphasized ( Van Dijk,
2006:735).

5. Comparison: Which means
that the speaker compares people in
the ingroup positively, while he

compares people in the outgroup
negatively. For example it occurs
when talking about minorities (ibid).
6. Lexicalization: A speaker
communicates underlying beliefs
with lexical items. For example,
expressions that denote immigrants,
such as "bogus asylum seekers",
achieve the strategy of negative
other-presentations(ibid:737).

7. Metaphor: When two entities
are compared, the attributes of one
entity are assigned to the attributes
of the other. Van Dijk(ibid: 738)
describes metaphors as a way to
make complex, unfamiliar, new, and
emotional meanings more concrete
and familiar. For instance, the
concept of  immigration IS
comparable to a flood that drowns
us.

8. National self-glorification: It
iIs a form of positive self-
presentation in which someone
makes themselves seem confident
and competent. Besides, it is
"positive references to or praise for
one's own country, its principle,
history and traditions" (ibid).

9. Number Game: It means that
speakers emphasize objectivity by
using statistics in their arguments
(ibid).

10.  Populism: It is a political
strategy whereby Politicians use it to
gain popularity by expressing their
ideas and policies; "the basic
strategy is to claim that 'the people'
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(or 'everybody') does not support

further immigration” (ibid).

The Ideology of Nationalism

v

Positive self-presentation

h 4

Negative other presentation

Distancing
Honesty
Repetition | ——
Actor Description <

Populism
Number Game
R Metaphor
National self-glorification

Comparison ﬁ r Lexicalization

Figure(1): The Eclectic Model of the Study

7. Data Analysis

This section consists of two parts.
The first part is qualitative analysis,
in which data are analyzed
descriptively to identify micro
strategies and how they lead to the
formation of macro strategies, which
in turn reflect the ideology of
nationalism in Boris Johnson's
speech. The second part is
quantitative analysis, wherein the

study identifies the frequency and
percentages of micro strategies that
represent the ideology of
nationalism in the Prime Minister's
speech.

A.  Qualitative analysis

In what follows, the procedures of
analysis will be done using micro
strategies  throughout,  choosing
representative extracts first and then
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analyzing them according to the
eclectic model of the study.

1. Distancing: Extract( 1)
who think that after three years of
indecision that this country has
become a prisoner to the old
arguments of 2016 and that in this
home of democracy we are
incapable of honouring a basic
democratic mandate.so | am
standing before you today to tell you
the British people that those critics
are wrong. The doubters, the
doomsters, the gloomsters — they are
going to get it wrong again."
Evidently, in the above extract, Boris
Johnson used a distancing strategy
when he talked about the "critics,
doubters, doomsters, and
gloomsters"”. He points to them by
the use of the demonstrative pronoun
"those," which indicates out-group
people. Here, the Prime Minister
wants to show the British people that
the doubters are wrong. They are
going to lose Dbecause of his
reformed policies, which aim to
fulfill many promises that the
previous government failed to
achieve. Boris Johnson used this
strategy to demonstrate his true love
for his country, which would be
expressed in the fulfillment of the
promises made by  previous
parliaments but not completed.
Hence, the strategy of distancing in
this extract supports the macro
strategy ~ of  negative other

representation which in line reveals
the sense of nationalism in his
speech.

2. Honesty: Extract (2) "...the
first step is to repeat unequivocally
our guarantee to the 3.2 m EU
nationals now living and working
among us and | say directly to you —
thank you for your contribution to
our society thank you for your
patience and | can assure you that
under this government you will get
the absolute certainty of the rights to
live and remain”

It is obvious in the extract above that
the prime minister uses the strategy
of honesty to demonstrate the
sincerity of his claims. He also offers
assurances to the 3.2 million
European Union nationals who live
and work in Britain. These
assurances ensure them that they can
live and work in the country with
complete  welfare  during his
administration, when he uses
expressions, such as " unequivocally
our guarantee,”, "l can assure" and
“the absolute certainty” that indicate
honesty in his speech. Therefore,
Boris Johnson's policy is based on
equality among the  British
population, regardless of their
origins, and it follows democratic
principles in managing the country.
Thus, the prime minister uses this
strategy to describe his government's
positive values. In addition, he tries
to confirm the sincerity of the
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promises that he made during his
election campaign, which resulted
from his great love for the UK and
his dedication to his own country's
welfare. Hence, the strategy of
honesty leads to the formation of the
macro strategy of positive self-
representation, which in turn guides
to nationalism in his speech.

3. Repetition: Extract(3)"” ...we
will now accelerate the work of
getting ready and the ports will be
ready and the banks will be ready
and the factories will be ready and
business will be ready and the
hospitals will be ready and our
amazing food and farming sector
will be ready."

The prime minister used the strategy
of repetition when he reiterated the
phrase "will be ready" several times.
In turn, this encouraged the audience
to pay more attention to his speech.
Moreover, it is a part of his positive
self-representation to draw his
audience attention to the fact that
the British government will be well
prepared in all its sectors to leave the
European  Union because this
mission is one of his government's
top priorities. Hence, through this
strategy, Boris Johnson enhances the
macro strategy of positive self-
representation, which in line reveals
the spirit of nationalism toward the
UK in his speech.

4, Actor description: Extract
(4) "I pay tribute to the fortitude and
patience of my predecessor and her
deep sense of public service but in
spite of all her efforts it has become
clear that there are pessimists at
home and abroad."

Obviously, Boris Johnson uses the
strategy of actor description in the
above extract when he describes the
former president of Britain through
expressions such as " fortitude,
patience and deep sense of public
service" to present the positive side
of her character. Then, he criticizes
the performance of her government
and the policies that are followed in
the country's administration, as in
this statement, " in spite of all her
efforts, it has become clear that there
are pessimists at home and abroad"
to enhance the belief of the public in
his policies and that his government
will achieve what the previous
governments failed to achieve.
Besides, Boris Johnson wants to
confirm how his management as
prime minister will be different from
that of his predecessors, which will
provide a better life for the British
people. Therefore, Boris Johnson,
through this strategy, shows the
positive and negative properties of
the previous president to express his
unlimited concern for the situation of
Britain and its population at all
levels, which is derived from his
great love for the UK. Thus , this
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strategy leads to the forming of the
macro strategies of positive self and
negative others, which in turn show
nationalism in the prime minister's
speech.

5. Comparison: Extract (5)
"...at this extraordinary moment in
our history and after three years of
unfounded self-doubt it is time to
change the record to recover our
natural and historic role as an
enterprising, outward-looking and
truly global Britain, generous in
temper and engaged with the world."

Boris Johnson uses the strategy of
comparison in the above extract
when he refers to the moment of his
nomination as prime minister as an
extraordinary moment in British
history by presenting expressions
such as "it is time to change the
record to recover our natural and
historic role as an enterprising,
outward-looking and truly global
Britain...", while the period that
preceded his inauguration as the
existence of unfounded suspicions
for three years that prevented the
government from making decisive
decisions for the benefit of Britain
by using expressions such as "after
three years of unfounded self-doubt"
to criticize the performance of the
previous governments.

The prime minister through this
strategy aims to make the audience
optimistic about his policies and to

show them how his government will
change the record to recover
Britain's natural and historical role as
one of the dominant powers in the
world. Thus, by this comparison,
Boris Johnson reflects the positive
side of his government and the
negative side of the previous
governments to show the audience
his great concern for his country's
future. Thus, the micro strategy of
comparison leads to the forming
macro strategies of positive self and
negative others which in turn reflect
nationalism towards the UK in Boris
Johnson's speech.

6. Lexicalization: Extract (6) "
No one in the last few centuries has
succeeded in betting against the
pluck and nerve and ambition of this
country."

Boris Johnson uses certain words
such as "...pluck and nerve and
ambition" in the above quoted piece
of his speech. These words shed
light on the positive properties of the
UK. In addition, he uses words like
"no one™ and "betting against™ when
referring to other groups and
explaining that no one can irritate
their ambitions. Moreover, he
employs a lexicalization strategy to
communicate his underlying beliefs
that are related to his confidence in
the strength of his country. In
addition, this strategy is intended to
prove to the public that their country
has faced past challenges and is thus
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able to bear the burdens of the
future. That is contrary to what some
doubters claim. Consequently, the
strategy of lexicalization supports
the macro strategy of positive self-
representation, which in the end
reflects nationalism in the Prime
Minister's speech.

7. National self-glorification:
Extract (7) "I say do not
underestimate this country, Do not
underestimate  our powers of
organisation and our determination
because we know the enormous
strengths of this country in life
sciences, in tech, in academia, in
music, the arts, culture, financial
services."

It is obvious that in the extract
above, Boris Johnson used a national
self-glorification strategy when he
indulged in praising his own
country's immense power by
reviewing the capabilities of his
country at various levels, such as "in
life sciences, in tech, in academia, in
music, the arts, culture, financial
services" as a means to magnify his
country. Hence, through this
strategy, he wishes to demonstrate to
the audience his great love for the
UK. In addition, he aims to deter
doubters about his government's
ability to leave the European Union.
He also wanted to make the British
people more confident in his
government. As such, national self-

glorification in this extract leads to
the macro strategy of positive self-
representation, which in turn reflects
the spirit of nationalism in his
speech.

8. Metaphor: Extract (8) "after
three years of indecision that this
country has become a prisoner to the
old arguments of 2016 and that in
this home of democracy we are
incapable of honouring a basic
democratic mandate"

In the above extract, Boris
Johnson uses the strategy of
metaphors to clarify things for his
audience. He points out the wrong
policies of the prior administration
that limited this country's ability.
Moreover, he encourages people to
take responsibility for their future
decisions. In addition, through the
clause "this country has become a
prisoner to the old arguments from
2016," he compares his country to "a
prisoner" because of the previous
government's  three  years of
indecision. In  his view, his
government is pushing to get rid of
“the old argument from 2016", which
restricted freedom in his country.
Besides, the Prime Minister employs
metaphor to display his love for his
country by criticizing the previous
government's choices. Hence, this
strategy enhances the macro strategy
of negative other representation,
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which in essence indicates the
feeling of nationalism in his speech.

9. Number game :Extract (9)
"My job is to make your streets safer
— and we are going to begin with
another 20,000 police on the streets
and we start recruiting forthwith".
Boris Johnson uses the strategy of
number game in the above extract
when he says "we are going to begin
with another 20,000 police on the
streets..." In order to argue
persuasively for objectivity and
precision by using selectively
framed correct facts against mere
opinion and impression.

Furthermore, he used this strategy to
be accurate and objective in
his political programme in front of
the British people to gain their
support and confidence in his policy
to develop the UK. Therefore,
through the number game strategy,
he enhances the macro strategy of
positive self-representation in his
speech and offers his real wish to
support the security of his country,
which leads to sincere nationalism
for the UK in his speech.

10.  Populism: Extract (10)"The
time has come to act, to take
decisions to give strong leadership
and to change this country for the
better and though the Queen has just
honoured me with this extraordinary

office of state my job is to serve you,
the people because if there is one
point we politicians need to
remember it is that the people are
our bosses."

Noticeably, Boris Johnson
uses the strategy of populism in the
above extract to explain that his
main duty as prime minister of the
UK is to provide the British people
with certain needs that they require
in their everyday lives. In addition,
he shows that the responsibility of
the statesmen are to supply better
live to people of Britain as its
employed in this sentence "...my job
Is to serve you, the people because if
there is one point we politicians need
to remember it is that the people are
our bosses." Through this speech, the
prime minister hopes to obtain
populist support for his way of
running the government. In this
speech, he makes clear that serving
citizens is one of the priorities of his
government. This feeling stems from
his high interest in the well-being of
his people and his country. Thus, the
strategy of populism enhances the
strategy of macro-positive self-
representation, which in the end
reflects the sense of nationalism in
his speech.

B.  Quantitative analysis

In this section, the study presents the
frequencies and percentages of
micro strategies that serve to form
the macro strategies of positive self-
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representation and negative other-
representation which represent the

ideology of nationalism in Boris
Johnson's speech.

Table (1): Frequencies and Percentages of Micro Strategies

No. Micro strategies Frequencies Percentages
1 Distancing 5 10%
2 Honesty 6 12%
3 Repetition 4 8%
4 Actor description 2 4%
5 Comparison 2 4%
6 Lexicalization 12 24%
y National self-glorification 8 16%
8 Metaphor 1 2%
9 Number game 3 6%
10 Populism 7 14%
Total 50 100

In the above table, the appearance of
micro strategies in the data in the
speech studied are presented. It
demonstrated  that the  most
frequently used is the strategy of
lexicalization, which is achieved
24%, or equal to 12 times of
occurrence. In the second level, the
strategy of national self-
glorification, which is achieved
16%, or equal to 8 times of
occurrence. In the third level, the
strategy of populism, which is
achieved 14%, or equal to 7 times of
occurrence. In the fourth level, the
strategy of  honesty, which is
achieved 12%, or equal to 6 times of

occurrence. In the fifth level, the
strategy of distancing, which is
achieved 10%, or equal to 5 times of
occurrence. In the sixth level the
strategy of repetition, which is
achieved 8% or equal to 4 times of
occurrence. In the seventh level the
strategy of number game, which is
achieved 6% or equal to 3 times of
occurrence. In the eighth level the
strategies of actor description and
comparison, which are achieved
4%,0r equal to 2 times of occurrence
for each one. Finally, the strategy of
metaphor is the least frequently used
strategy, which is achieved 2%, or
equal to 1 time of occurrence. Figure
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(2) below explains the use of micro
strategies that represent the ideology

of nationalism in Boris Johnson's
First Speech.

Figure(2): A Graph of the Micro strategies

8. Results and Discussion

Based on the qualitative analysis of
the data, it has been found that the
ideology of nationalism in Boris
Johnson's first speech as Prime
Minister is represented by the
following micro strategies:
(distancing, honesty, repetition, actor

description, comparisons,
lexicalization, national self-
glorification, metaphor, number

game, and populism). Furthermore,

these strategies lead to the macro
strategies ~ of  positive  self-
representation and negative other
representation, which in turn reflect
the ideology of nationalism.

In terms of quantitative analysis, it
appears that lexicalization is the
most frequently used strategy, as
demonstrated by its use of 24%, or
equal to 12 times of occurrences. He
employs this strategy as a means to
communicate his underlying beliefs,
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which are related to his confidence
in the strength of his country. In
addition, he uses positive
expressions to show the audience the
greatness of the UK, and his pride in
being Prime Minister of such a
brilliant country. Additionally, the
frequencies and percentages show
that the strategy of national self-
glorification, which is attained at
16%, or equal to 8 times of
occurrence, is at the second level.
This is due to the fact that his speech
exhibited a deep nationalistic
sentiment toward the UK.

9. Conclusions

The study concludes that, firstly, the
ideology of nationalism in Boris
Johnson's first speech represents
at the micro strategies and these
strategies lead to the macro
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