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Abstract

Studying intonation may be considered risky, as modern linguistics
sees it, but in my view, it remains an enjoyable and necessary risk due to |
the crucial role of intonation in determining the intended meaning and f;i.
significance of speech. The importance of intonation lies in its being a e e
key contextual element that shapes meaning and significance.
Therefore, this research attempts to analyze intonation in the speech of
the two Imams (peace be upon them), as it is the branch of rhetoric most
concerned with the impact of context. To ensure more accurate results,

the study uses interrogative sentences as a model and example, aiming

to analyze the intonations and vocal rhythms that accompany them and
how these are employed to convey rhetorical and persuasive meanings.
One of the most important findings is that intonation is an integral part
of speech and has a significant and clear impact on differentiating
between sentence meanings through tone and the musicality of speech.
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The rise and fall of intonation influence stylistic choices. Style can be
identified through intonation, which transforms a sentence from its
literal meaning to many other meanings, such as reporting, exclamation,
calling, commanding, or prohibiting. However, these meanings are not
conveyed literally but rather through rhetorical devices like sarcasm and
irony.
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Keywords: Intonation, Intonation Patterns, Functions of Intonation,
Voice, Vocal Intonation, Interrogative Style
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