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Mental and doctrinal confusion
and its effect on judging the Hadith-tellers' accounts
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Abstract
This research examines the concept of confusion in the science of Hadith,
ot both linguistically and terminologically. It explores its semantic development
T s in dictionaries of language and biographical dictionaries, and its direct impact

pY-Y1/8)eEV

on evaluating narrators and judging the acceptability or rejection of narrations.
The research begins by tracing the linguistic origin of the root word (khalt)
and its associated meanings of mixing, confusion, and impaired discernment.
It then moves to explaining the Hadith terminology of confusion among
scholars of the Ahl al-Hadith and the Imamiyyah schools, highlighting the
methodological differences in defining its concept and its critical implications.

The research emphasizes the importance of studying confusion as a precise
science linked to the condition of accuracy. It clarifies the necessity of
distinguishing between a narrator's narrations before and after confusion,
given its practical impact on classifying and grading Hadith. The research then
addressed the causes of confusion, such as advanced age, psychological
< trauma, physical and mental illnesses, and doctrinal instability. It illustrated
D this with the statements of scholars and the circumstances of narrators
z‘ described as confused. The research concluded that confusion is a complex

phenomenon affecting the narrator, the narrated material, or the doctrinal
. content. It necessitates careful handling to safeguard the hadith text from error
E and distortion, because the term "confused" in biographical dictionaries does

not always carry a single meaning. Rather, it is understood according to the
context and supporting evidence. It may refer to a corruption of belief, a
narration being unreliable, or a confusion of books or chains of transmission.
This requires methodological caution when using it as evidence.

Keywords: Mental confusion, narrator, confusion, narrations, confused
narrators, trustworthy narrators.
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