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Abstract

Orientalists have shown great interest in studying Islam, driven by various aims
and objectives, many of which were religious in nature. Understanding the intellectual
frameworks of these Orientalists is crucial for grasping their theories and
epistemological foundations for approaching Islam. A common criticism of
Orientalists is their lack of rigor in their studies and their selective use of sources to
support their viewpoints. This research presents an analysis of the Orientalist Heinz
Halm's interpretation of the concept of the Imam's knowledge and function. It
highlights that Halm's interpretation appears inconsistent, suggesting that while the
Imam'’s function is similar to that of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him and
his family), he focuses on only a few functions, neglecting several important ones.
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