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The Limits of the Impact of Iranian Modernization Policy
on Political and Economic Developments in Iraq (1925-1953)
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Abstract

This study examines the nature and extent of the impact of Iranian modernization
policies (1925-1953) on political and economic developments in Iraq« a pivotal period
that witnessed profound transformations in the structure of both states following the
establishment of the modern Iragi state and the rise of Pahlavi rule in Iran. The study
investigates whether this impact was direct or indirect.

The research is based on the hypothesis that Iranian modernization policies
contributed« to varying degrees and often indirectly« to Iraqgi political and economic
developments through diplomatic< economic« and border-related instruments« while at
times intersecting with regional balances and historical circumstances.

The study adopts the historical-analytical method« employing an interpretive
approach based on analyzing the causal relationships between Iranian modernization
policies and their repercussions on Irag. This is achieved through examining historical
documents« political decisionsc and economic indicatorsc alongside a partial
comparative analysis between the Iranian and Iragi contexts.

The study concludes that the Iranian influence on Iraq during this period
contributed at different levels to shaping aspects of Iraq’s political and economic
development within a complex regional context governed by oil considerations:
strategic interestsc and major international transformations of the time.

Keywords: Politics, Iran, Iraq, Iran-Iraq relations, Reza Shah, border disputes, oil,
regional politics.
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