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Abstract

This study, entitled "The Semantic Structure in the Doha Historical Dictionary of
the Arabic Language: An Applied Study of Synonymy and Antonymy," aims to
investigate the semantic mechanisms employed by the dictionary in establishing
lexical relationships and to examine the extent to which it reflects historical semantic
development in its treatment of synonymy and antonymy. The study is based on the
premise that a historical dictionary does not present lexical items as static units; rather,
it situates them within a dynamic network of semantic relations shaped by historical
context, cultural change, and the evolution of linguistic usage.

The study first examines the concept of semantic structure in the Arabic lexicon
and then applies this theoretical framework to selected entries from the Doha
Historical Dictionary of the Arabic Language. It explores the dictionary's methods of
distinguishing between semantically related lexical items and identifying the subtle
semantic differences among them, thereby moving beyond the notion of absolute
synonymy that characterized some traditional Arabic dictionaries. The study also
investigates antonymy by tracing lexical items that express opposite or historically
shifting meanings, demonstrating how the dictionary relates antonymic relationships
to the historical development of language use.

Methodologically, the research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on
the examination and semantic analysis of dictionary entries, while also drawing on the
historical method to trace semantic change over time. The study ultimately seeks to
highlight the scholarly significance of the Doha Historical Dictionary of the Arabic
Language as a modern lexicographical project that transcends the boundaries of
traditional lexical explanation by offering a historical-semantic perspective that
reveals the vitality of the Arabic language and the richness of its expressive potential.

Keywords: semantic structure; semantics; Arabic lexicography; synonymy;
antonymy.
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