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Environmental Sustainability in Light of the Holy Quran
A Quranic Ethical Framework for Addressing Climate Change
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Abstract

This study examines the absence of a systematic Qur’anic framework for
environmental sustainability grounded in Shari’ah-based values, particularly amid
escalating global challenges such as climate change. It seeks to inductively analyze
relevant Qur’anic verses within the framework of Magasid al-Shari’ah to uncover a
coherent value system that reconstructs the human—environment relationship on the
basis of vicegerency (istikhlaf) and ethical responsibility.

Methodologically, the study adopts an inductive, analytical, and maqasid-oriented
approach, linking environmentally relevant Qur’anic texts to the broader purposive
structure of the Shari’ah. It aims to formulate a practical ethical framework that can
guide human behavior and inform contemporary Shari’ah-based responses, thereby

promoting responsible environmental engagement and advancing sustainability in the
face of climate change.
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