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Obedience to the religious text according to the Imamiyyah
A fundamental and deductive study
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Abstract

This research examines the concept of Obedience (taslim) in Imami jurisprudence
and legal theory, aiming to define it linguistically and technically, and to demonstrate
its roots in the Holy Qur'an and the purified Sunnah. It reviews the fundamental legal
and theological principles upon which this concept rests, and how it transforms from
a state of heartfelt faith into an objective inferential principle governing the processes
of legal reasoning and compliance.

In legal theory, submission signifies a state of heartfelt and practical obedience to
the divinely revealed proof, transcending mere intellectual acceptance to reach the
level of complete delegation to the Lawgiver. The research relies on the verse on
submission and authoritative hadiths to establish that Obedience is a governing
objective principle and a condition for the validity of faith at its highest level,
distinguishing it from imitation (taglid), which represents a secondary, apparent
function and a permissible means of attaining certainty.

The research connects Obedience to major legal principles, such as infallibility,
rules for resolving contradictions, and the authority of innate rational practice at its
various levels. The research concludes that Obedience is not blind intellectual
obedience, but rather a rational choice committed to the principles of the Wise
Lawgiver, and represents the fundamental objective guarantee against subjective
interpretations and fleeting assumptions regarding religious texts.

Keywords: Obedience, religious text, Imamiyyah, rational practice, contradiction,
compliance.
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