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Abstract

Many of our Arab Moslem historians paid so much attention to study ownership,
policy, 'sultanic' issues, and they established basis and theories which became later on
the principles for studying administration and political regulations of different states,
and they still have great significance in the historical studies, especially the ones
correlated to issues of states, and the reasons of their fall. Many great historians, like
Ibn Khaldun, Almawirdy and Ibn Al-Taqgtagy and others, paid special attention to such
issues, and their theories are still taken into account.

Ibn Al-Taqgtaqy, in particular, is one of the most important authors who
dedicated his efforts to study rules and issues of power of governing (sultanic issues) as
well as the issues of the Islamic states. His honorary book on the rules and the
literatures of power of governing (sultanic literatures), included the provisions that the
king and the subjects should stick to, and the provisions and of policy and headship and
the Islamic states. Ibn Al-Taqgtaqy aimed at making sultans and princes aware of the
political and administration issues, and governing issues. He dealt in the first chapter of
his book with the issues of ruling and the royal policies, and the characteristics of the
king, and what he must do for the prosperity of his subjects, and what they had to do in
return.

This is what provoked studying the concept of ruling and policy, and the point of
view put forth by Ibn Al-Tagtagy about these two terms. And this study confines to
talking about those two terms owing to their importance in the administration and
political issues. In addition, he explained in details what concerned them in the first
chapter of his book, and he explained those concepts and what the king's duties are
towards his subjects, his characteristics, what is unpleasant in his habits and natures.
Ibn Al-Taqgtaqy also explained that the reasons behind falling of states result from weak
kings undertaking tasks of ruling, which he considered the main reason of fall of those
states. Finally, he explained kinds of policies and their philosophy, and their effects in
the life of those states.

This study consists of three researches and a conclusion. The first research
deals with the life of Ibn Al-Taqgtaqy and his method in writing history, and the Islamic
rules and the ruling (Sultanic) issues. The second research deals with Ibn Al-Tagtaqy's
concept of the king and the provisions he should acquire to be qualified for ruling, and
his duties towards his subjects, while the third research deals with Ibn Al-Taqgtaqy's
point of view of policy and the provisions and theories he had put about them, and their
effects in the policies of the Islamic states. Finally, comes the conclusion including
results of the study.

This study is an attempt to clarify the importance of the political systems as seen
by the Arab historian, and it confines to talking about Ibn Al-Taqgtaqy being one of the
most important thinkers and political theorists who dealt with the power of governing
(sultanic) issues. It was found, through study, that Ibn Al-Taqtaqy's philosophy
considered success of states because of success of their policies and the way of
choosing their kings, and their natures and characteristics towards their subjects. He
did have shrewd insight in describing the king's characteristics and the provisions of the
successful king and his policies of managing the issues of states on the grounds of those
policies.
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