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Research Summary

“Recent and Past Coinage of Arabic Scientific Terms”

It is proven that our Arabic language is an international language as it has unique
and specific characters which make it distinguishable from other languages. It is
characterized by its extensiveness, pliability and capability of accepting different scientific
terms and the best prove for that, its past experience in translation of different ancient



books from other languages, which led to expansion of the vocabulary and terms after
composing these terms in Arabic frames because of the ability of Arabic language to grow
by derivation or analogy or coinage or arabization, these abilities make the Arabic
language in the first position between other international languages and gain the respect
of many western investigators as they acknowledged the advantage of Arabic language in
distributing, transmitting and developing different sciences. For instance, in the past the
Arabic language had a great role to save and translate different Humanitarian sciences
from other civilizations like Romanian, Greek, Indian and Persian; also there were many
books has been translated to Arabic like Euclid’s book of Geometry, Butlimos’ book of
Astronomy, Archimedes books in Mathematic and Physics and Hippocrates books in
Medicine. Thus the language faced new concepts which needed new terms in order to
explain unfamiliar foreign terms by using their own words as they did when they studied
the applied sciences in Arabic language.

When these new concepts first appeared, there were no relevant terms to denote the
exact meaning of the original words, thus they used other Arabic words which are partly
relevant by using Metaphor. This transmission happened under the title “Generation”
then the second step was to find the Arabic synonym which became popular by
composition. The third step was to invent new terms which had spread among different
Philosophic and Scientific fields.

For that, the great historical Scientists certified that Medicine, Mathematic,

Astronomic and Chemistry in the west during recent centuries appeared due to the hard
work of famous Scientists of the Islamic state at that time, and it is proved that their books
have been used to teach these sciences in the European Universities in the seventeenth
century.

This is the best evidence that the Arabic language is a great language and has the
ability to supply different sciences with new terminology whenever they require.

Dr. Mounaf M. Almousawy
College of Islamic studies

University of kufa



