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Abstract:

Al Sayyab, as a pioneer of modern

Arabic poetry, employed

experimental techniques.

Appropriation of myths is considered
to be one of the most important of
these techniques. He can be
considered as harbingering the
stylistically innovative use of myths
for different purposes in Arabic
literature. “Adonis” is considered to
be the most prominent myth that has
found its way from English literature
into Arabic literature. Al Sayyab was
acquainted with English literature
and in several occasions mentioned
his interest in Shelley’s poetry. In
this article we investigate the impact
of Shelley’s poetry on Al Sayyab's
poetry and his appropriation of the
myth of Adonais as a highly
significant example of mythic
appropriations in Arabic literature.
The significance of this study lies in
the role of comparative literature in
creating national consciousness and
defining our boundaries of cultural
heritage. Many researches have been
done on the sources of this myth;
however, apart from a few passing
references, Shelley’s poem “Adonis”
has not been covered in these
researches. This essay will hopefully
enhance our understanding of Al
Sayyab’s poetry. The article has
been written in line with the French
school of comparative literature. By
finding the common denominators
like images, motives, and some other
aspects, we try to shed light on Al
Sayyab’s poems in relation to
Shelley's “Adonis”.

Key words : Al Sayyab , Shelley ,
Myth , Adonis , Death .
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" Here lieth One whose name was writ on/ water .( ibid, p.
482)
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A scroll of crystal, blazoning the name/ Of Adonais!( ibid, p.
483)
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I weep for Adonais — he is dead! / Oh, weep for Adonais I

though our tears

Thaw not the frost which binds so dear a/ head! /And thou,
sad Hour, selected from all/ years/ To mourn our loss, rouse thy

obscure/ compeers,/ And teach them thine own sorrow. (Shelley,
1901: p. 308, 1-6)
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The bloom, whose petals, nipped before/ they blew,/ Died on

the promise of the fruit, is waste;/The broken lily lies — the
storm is over-past.(Shelley, 1901: p. 309, 67 -70)
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Grief made the young Spring wild, and she threw down/ Her
kindling buds. (ibid, p. 310, 150-12)
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Winter, and Spring, and Morn, and/Noon, and Even —All
that we are or know, is darkly driven/ Towards one gulf. — Lo!
what a change/ is come.(Shelley, 1901: p. 117, 353-355)
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Darkness and death, if death be true, /must be/Dearer than life

and hope if/unenjoyed/with thee...(Shelley, 1901: p. 117, 348-
350)
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He went, unterrified/ Into the gulf of death; but his clear
Sprite/ Yet reigns o'er earth. (Shelley, 1901: p. 309, 47-50)
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The clouds which hide the gulf of mortal/ Woe.( ibid, p. 57,

383-384)
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Ay, there is famine in the gulf of hell. . ( ibid, p. 123, 370-

371)
.v.:a.;.-\ c;l:- 3 i&\é\ Sl \.wT:ZAa-jJ‘
The Arabic Language and Literature ISSN Print 2072— 4756 w"%ﬁi\j‘m e

No.33 ' Frin
Ramadan 1442 / May 2020 ISSN Online 2664-4703 YY) 572 EEY (aay




(89).. e 9] & 39dau] wiudigi
Of LMy Lo Iy el e o300k Wity Lt ylasl (3 gl
e &1 15y 255 JU3) )] bt " 5 I3[ 5 3

:JM': 443')»

il sl ) 3 3 e il O3 T L
(&Y4 cthY'\'\cg—’W‘) .%;.A:-j s LaJlaS

L:g ¢@L\&M\M1j&izwga}\c§>&pﬁ\
g_,J:-\ g_,\.h‘.;.é« o 4:9\,5-‘9 C)}llf ou?\ J.@:- ‘_51& oY UW‘ 34:..#.3
CTALINTS
ﬂ'ﬂi‘ ﬂu il

L8 e I " o 1S5 ol S 3 L2
The shadow of white Death And at the door/Invisible

Corruption waits to trace/His extreme way to her dim dwelling-
place/;The eternal Hunger sits.(ibid, p. 309, 83-86)
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We decay/Like corpses in a charnel; fear and grief/ Convulse

us and consume us day by/day./And cold hopes swarm like
worms within/our living clay.(Shelley, 1901: p. 314, 396-400)
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Its giant worms of fire forever yawn( ibid, p.123, 370-371)
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He will awake no more, oh, never more!/ Within the twilight

chamber spreads/apace/ The shadow of white Death.(Shelley,
1901: p. 309, 80-84)
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Peace, peace! he is not dead, he doth not sleep, /He hath
awaken'd from the dream of life;(ibid, p. 314, 340-343)
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And flowering weeds and fragrant copses/ Dress/ The bones
of Desolation's nakedness. / (Shelley, 1901: p. 316, 493-495)
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He answered not , but with a sudden hand/Made bare his
branded and ensanguined / brow. / Which was like Cain's or
Christ's — oh !/that it should be so. (ibid, p. 313, 348-350)
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The leprous corpse, touched by this spirit/ Tender/ Exhales

itself in flowers of gentle breath. ( Shelley, 1901:p. 311, 200-
201)

oday / Zadalll g Il odgy cud W8 a1 AL Blall sluar Y1 e A1
/- 83\ 3N il 3N 3 el 45 Aadalll 5

Ayl andls o a8 uglailly gn l odgs aglin] 5 LI O
(lkis de) Skpnall s (35 ¢ o M) il (oS "l 0 pdSetuny
3y sl ane Sb oW (el g 2 e ao gz 408

Gy Slud [ pdl wbae e FI51/ el JalS OF ¢ planll fs
(WY YT Yz eold). el 3ug 5T o Y1 &y /g il 3 3LE

ol ) 35 k7 o Gt 37 5.yl

b g gp (et " Guisal” sdnad 3 sa gl olasll oal e
Gl e &gz 3 shaus] gl 529 (NAICISSUS) " goeres )" 35 shas!
r—<" RS o g )L u*éﬁi ke ((Aphrodite) Cagéj}i
A B Iy e = I PYCCRUWNICHY Y|
525 Ao 2 03 sk Gods denr iy o U3 s
(V¢ Yz V440 cale] Fladlde). o 5
To Phoebus was not Hyacinth so dear,/ Nor to himself
Narcissus, as to both/ Thou, Adonais; wan they stand and sere/

Amid the faint companions of their youth,/ With dew all turned
to tears; odor, to/ sighing ruth.(Shelley,1901: p. 311, 165-170)
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To twine its roots around thy coffined clay,/ Spring from thy
bones, and blossom on thy/tomb.( Shelley, 1901: p. 15, 47-50)
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