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Abstract:

The poem "Song of the Rain" by Al

Sayyab is regarded a fine example of
modern poetry in Arabic literature.
There are a number of researches on the
literary sources of the poem, but they do
not seem to be adequate or particularly
convincing. This research paper is a
humble attempt to open a new path
towards discovering the literary sources
of Al Sayyab's poem. After shedding
light on the literary features in the poem
and comparing it with some of the
poems of P. B. Shelley, we show that
Al-Sayyab has been influenced by
Shelley in many of his poems. In most
studies dealing with the life and poems
of Al-Sayyab, he is thought to be
inspired by T.S. Eliot in this poem.
However, according to the assertion of
many researchers, there is little, if any,
accord between the poetic images and
the contents of al-Sayyab and Eliot. The
poetic method employed by Al-Sayyab
is not been probed well; this paper, thus,
tries to shed light on this gap. This is
especially important for a number of
reasons. This poem is considered as
influential on many contemporary Arab
poets, as they considered it as the best
example of modern tendencies in Arabic
poetry. The poem partakes of ambiguity
and complexity as hallmarks of poetic
modernity. Inquiring into the poem's
sources of inspiration could shed light
on such ambiguities. Adopting the
French method for comparative studies,
we show that the influence of the
English poet on the Iraqi poet in writing
"Song of the Rain" can be verified
though Al Sayyab manages to create his
own unique poetic world.
Key words : Al Sayyab’s "Song of the
Rain" , Percy Bysshe Shelley , T.S.
Eliot, modern Arabic poetry ,
comparative studie .
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paved with veined emerald; and a/ fountain/ Leaps in the midst

seats. with an awakening/ sound...and all around are mossy/
(ibid, p. 191, 111, 10-21).
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The snow upon my lifeless mountains/ Is loosened into living
(Shelley, 1901: p. 202, 356-357) ... fountains
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That orbed maiden, with white fire laden,/Whom mortals call
the Moon, (Shelley, 1901: p. 380, 48).
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Drops so bright to see/ As from thy presence showers a rain
of/ melody (Shelley, 1901: p. 381, 35).
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Soft melodies, as sweet as April rain/ On silent leaves, and
(Shelley, 1901: p. 470) ... sang those words
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"Stand ye calm and resolute,/ Like a forest close afld mute,/

With folded arms, and looks which are/ Weapons of an
unvanquished war. (Shelley, 1834: p. 40)
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The earliest dweller of the world alone/ Stood on the verge of
chaos. Lo ! afar/ O'er the wide wild abyss two meteors/
shone.(Shelley, 1901: XXVI 260-263)
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Small serpent eyes trailing from side to/ side,/ Like meteors
on a river's grassy shore.( ibid, p. 60, LVI)
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The sanguine sunrise, with his meteor eyes./ And his burning

plumes outspread./ Leaps on the back of my sailing rack. (ibid,
p. 380, 31-33)
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We paused beside the pools that lie/ Under the forest bough,/
Each seemed as 't were a little sky / Gulfed in a world below;/ A

firmament of purple light, /Which in the dark earth lay.( Shelley,
1901: p. 413, 50-55).
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(Shelley, 1901: p. 381)
Like a highborn maiden/ In a palace tower / Soothing her

love-laden/ Soul in secret hour / With music sweet as love,.(ibid,
40-44)
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Our sweetest songs are those that tell of/ saddest
thoughts.(Shelley, 1901: p. 381, 90)

DS 05T g5 (A els 0585 bl o 2desr 5l
b POl iS50 g wiliaal] 4 Sl phuidl § shenidl piguai 11
sk
Opall odg 01 3 psmdly ol ppvat Cldl o6
S / el dolus iy OIS a3 /g 3 LY Lol g1 ol 5
ol Leg g8 3 25
O Yol
(St ") 58 kB (3 gl yany e oS 5 geall ola
(T ] U,al s )

And that strange boat like the moon's/ shade did sway/ Amid
reflected stars that in the waters lay (Shelley, 1901: p. 54, XXII
228-230).
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The stars peep behind her and peer; (ibid, p. 380, 52).
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I pant for the music which is divine./ My heart in its thirst is

a dying flower ; / Pour forth the sound like enchanted wine,/
Loosen the notes in a silver shower; Like a herbless plain for the

gentle rain.( Shelley, 1901: p. 488, 1-4).
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The melodies of birds and bees, /The murmuring of summer
seas,/ And pattering rain, and breathing dew (Shelley, 1901: p.
415, 70-73).
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And Earth her-self/ Has sent from her maternal breast a

growth/ Of starlike flowers and herbs of odors/ sweet.(Shelley,
1901: p. 443, 115-118).
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The sweet buds every one./ When rocked to rest on their
mother's/ breast/ As she dances about the sun. (Shelley, 1901: p.
380, 6-7)
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See! the light-nings yawn./ Deluging Heaven with fire, and
the/ lashed deeps... Lightning, and hail, and darkness eddy-ing
by! ( Shelley: 1901: p. 51, 111 301-306).
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And then again I dissolve it in rain,/ And laugh as I pass in
thunder.(Shelley, 1901: p. 380, 11-12)
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The fiery mountains answer each other,/Their thunderings
are echoed from zone to/zone.(ibid, p. 398, 1-2)
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