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Mahdism Between Historicity and Metaphysics
A Study of Characteristics and Methodology

Abstract

The subject of the Mahdi (the Awaited One) carries two fundamental
characteristics: the historical characteristic and the metaphysical characteristic.
Each of these makes the subject open to various interpretations, possibilities, and
analyses; sometimes affirming it, at other times negating it, yet other times
distancing it from the realm of reason and logic and placing it within the realm of
myth and legend, and still others giving it a meaning unrelated to its essence and
foundation, and so on. However, the fundamental link between these
interpretations and analyses, which stands as the constant that does not accept
change, is that the subject of the Mahdi revolves around the inevitability of truth’s
triumph over falsenood and the certainty of the dominance of good and the end of
evil and its authority. In other words, the interpretations, analyses, and
disagreements pertain not to the foundational concept of the Mahdawiyyah
(Mahdism), but to its actual manifestation. Thus, when there is disparity between
the concept and its manifestation, disparity occurs in interpretation and
methodology.
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