
KUFA JOURNAL FOR NURSING SCIENCES Vol.6 No. 1 Jan. through April  2016 

 

111 

 

Effectiveness of an Instructional Program Concerning Secondary 

Polycythemia Knowledge on Clients Attending Iraqi National 

Blood Bank 

لمراخعٍن الثانوي ل اءكرٌاث الذم الحمر تأثٍر البرنامح التوخٍهً المتعلق بمعارف المرضى بزٌادة

 لمصرف الذم الوطنً العراقً

 
Abbas Labeeb Wadi / Academic nurse/ Medical City Hospital 

Dr. Huda Baker Hassan, PhD in Nursing- Nursing College/ University of 

Baghdad. 

E- mail: dr.huda@hotmail.com 
 :الخلاصت

زؼٍ نزط يٍ انسو نسي  غى/18أكضط يٍ ًىغهىثٍُ( )انهُ وقًُخ ذضبة انسرؼٍُ أٌ  فٍ انغؽى انضبَىٌ ػسز كطَبد انسو انحًطاء حَبزظ :ٍت البحثخلف

اضرفبع كطَبد انسو انحًطاء ػٍ انًؼسل انطجُؼٍ َؽجت انكضُط يٍ انًضبػفبد يضم الاَؽساز انرضطٌ و .نسي الإَبس زؼٍ نزط غى/ 16انصكىض أو 

 غ.زاء انُقط رفبع ضغظ انسو و أيطاع انًفبطم ونلأوػُخ انسيىَخ و اض

انًطاعؼٍُ نًظطف ػهً انًطضً  انضبَىٌ كطَبد انسو انحًطاء ثعَبزح ػسزانجطَبيظ انزىعُهٍ انًزؼهق اصط رطجُق رقُُى  نًرهسف انسضاؼخ ا :الهذف

  .انسو انىطٍُ انؼطاقٍ

ُخ ركىَذ ػُ،2015 يٍ أَهىل 1ونغبَخ  2015ىٌ الأول كبَ 13يٍ  ًسحفٍ يظطف انسو انىطٍُ انؼطاقٍ ، نهزضاؼخ شجه رغطَجُخ أعطَذ  منهدٍت:ال

و قؽًذ انؼُُخ ثشكم يزؽبوٌ إنً يغًىػخ َؽجخ انهًُىغهىثٍُ َؼبَىٌ يٍ ظَبزح  وانصٍَ نًظطف انسو انىطٍُ انؼطاقٍ يطاعغ (70انسضاؼخ يٍ )

 .طاعغ( ي35وانًغًىػخ انضبثطخ )يطاعغ ( 35انسضاؼخ )

انفئخ انؼًطَخ وانغُػ وانحبنخ ) نهًطاعغ وانًزضًُخ ُخانسًَىغطاف ٍ انًحىض الأول  انًؼهىيبد حُش رضً صلاس يحبوضرأنفذ أزاح انسضاؼخ يٍ  

وعىز  يسح الإطبثخ ثبنًطعوَؽجخ انهًُىغهىثٍُ وكزهخ انغؽى( ) زبضَد انطجٍ نهًطاعغ وهىان انًحىض انضبٍَ شًم (انًهُخو الاعزًبػُخ ويؽزىي انزؼهُى

)رؼطَف انًطع  شًهذو ثبنًطع اعغنًطثًؼبضف ا رزؼهق ىضيح( 11يٍ ) انضبنش انًحىض، وركىٌ (انكحىلرُبول انزسذٍُ و يعيُخ وأيطاع 

انرطخ انؼلاعُخ وشًهذ )انغصاء، انزسذٍُ وانكحىل، انطَبضخ، انؽُططح ػهً ضغظ  رشرُض انًطع، ػلاط انًطع، يحبوضوأؼجبثه وأػطاضه، 

 .(انسو، وانزجطع ثبنسو، وانزطفُه ػٍ انُفػ، وانًزبثؼخ انظحُخ

( ذجطاء فٍ يغبل الاذزظبص، ورى قُبغ صجبد الاؼزجُبٌ يٍ ذلال رطجُق يؼبيم 10ؼخ يٍ ذلال ػطضهب ػهً )يظساقُخ أزاح انسضارحسَس رى 

 .0.75بخ الإحظبئٍ وانًؽبوٌ ُكطوَ

( ورى جبٍَ رى رحهُم انجُبَبد يٍ ذلال رطجُق الإحظبء انىطفٍ )انزكطاضاد، وانُؽت انًئىَخ، وانًزىؼظ انحؽبثٍ (، وانزحهُم الاؼزسلانٍ )رحهُم انز

 .لإزذبل انجُبَبد نغطع رحهُههب 20ضقى  اؼزرساو انحقُجخ الإحظبئُخ إلاطساض

ؼُخ وفًُب َزؼهق ثبنحبنخ الاعزًبػُخ   41-37% ( هى شكىض ضًٍ انفئخ انؼًطَخ 97.1انحبنُخ ثأٌ يؼظى ػُُخ انسضاؼخ )أشبضد َزبئظ انسضاؼخ  : النتائح

% َؼًهىٌ أػًبل حطح و 54.3و % 31.4خ انًسضؼخ الاثزسائُ ذطَغى غبنجُخ ػُُخ انسضاؼخ هىٌ وا %71.4انًطضً كبَىا يٍ انًزعوعٍُفبٌ اغهت 

ػهً  انزىعُهٍانسضاؼخ ثأٌ انجطَبيظ  وثُُذكبَىا َشطثىٌ انرًط  25.7% كبَىا َسذُىٌ الاضكُهخ و 28.6% كبَىا يٍ َسذُىٌ انؽغبئط و 68.6

 ثعَبزح كطَبد انسو انحًطاء انضبَىٌ انًزؼهقخ انًطضًيؼبضف  ثىعىز زلانخ إحظبئُخ يؤصطح ػهً بيغًىػخ انسضاؼخ كبٌ يؤصطا". وأشبضد انُزبئظ أَض

 0005≤ ثٍُ يغًىػخ انسضاؼخ وانًغًىػخ انضبثطخ  ثًؽزىي زلانخ و نًغًىػخ انسضاؼخ  انزىعُهٍقجم وثؼس انجطَبيظ 

ف انًطاعؼٍُ انًزؼهقخ ثزؼطَف واػطاع وكُفُخ انؽُططح ػهً انًطع يٍ غذ انسضاؼخ ثبٌ انجطَبيظ نه اصط واضح ػهً رحؽٍُ يؼبضزاؼزُ :الاستنتاج

 ذلال الاذزجبض انقجهٍ وانجؼسٌ نهجطَبيظ.
انظحخ وانزطثُخ وانزؼهُى  اد نهشجبة ثبنزُؽُق يغ وظاضحيحبضطزوضاد و رُفُص ظحٍ ثٍُ انشجبة يٍ ذلالانىػٍ ان َشطرىطٍ انسضاؼخ  :التوصٍاث

 .ويربططهب ثبنًطع جبة الاطبثخانؼبنٍ ثغُخ انؽُططح ػهً اؼ

Abstract 

Background: Secondary Polycythemia (SP) mean an elevated of erythrocytes numbers and hemoglobin above 

normal levels which as more than 18 g / liter in males or 16 g / liter in females, and the elevated red blood cell 

above the normal level lead to many complication as thromboembolisim, hypertension, and gout. 

Objectives: The study aims to assess find out the effectiveness of instructional program application on secondary 

polycythemic clients.  

Methodology: A quasi-experimental design study conducted in Iraqi national blood bank from the period of 

January, 13
th

  2015 to September, 1
st
 2015, the study sample consist of  70  clients have hemoglobin level more 

than 18 mg/dl for males and 16 mg/dl for females, divided into two groups (35) case and (35) control groups. 

The study instrument was composed of three parts which as socio- demographic information was included; (age 

group, gender, marital status, level of education and occupational, and second parts deals medical history which 

include (weight, height, Hb level, other diseases, smoking and alcohol drinking). part three consist of 11 domains 

concerned to clients knowledge toward the SP which include (general information about SP include (definition, 

causes and symptoms), diagnosis, complication, treatment, and treatment plan which include (diet, smoking and 

alcohol, exercise, control on blood pressure, blood donation, relaxation and follow. The validity of the instrument 

was established through a panel of (10) experts, the reliability of the items was based on the internal consistency 
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of the questionnaire was assessed by calculating Cronbach s' Coefficient alpha which as= 0.75. The data have 

been analyzed through the application of: descriptive frequency, percentages; mean of scores; and the inferential 

analysis that include: Analysis of variance and the researcher used the SPSS version 20 to analysis of data. 

Results: the findings revealed that the 97.1% of the case group were males at age 37-41 years old, 71.4% were 

married, 31.4%  primary school graduate, 54.3% of the case group have free job, 68.6% of them were cigarettes 

smokers, low percent of the case group smoking water pip, and 25.7% of them have drinking alcohol. 

Conclusion: the study concluded that the program has a clear impact on improving the knowledge of clients 

relating to the definition and symptoms and how to control the disease through the pretest and posttest of the 

program. 

Recommendations: the study recommends increase health awareness among young people through the 

implementation of courses and lectures for youth in coordination with the Ministries of Health and Education and 

Higher Education in order to control the causes of  disease and  their risks. 

Keywords: Instructional Program, Secondary Polycythemia, Knowledge, hypertension, blood disease 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

Secondary Polycythemia (SP) is an elevated of erythrocytes numbers and hemoglobin 

above normal levels and it is cause by the underlying disease which produces low arterial 

oxygen saturation. Any condition associated with a reduced of oxygen amount transported into 

the blood flow (low arterial PO2) leads to increased of erythropoietin production which lead to 

increase numbers of erythrocytes numbers in the blood. The condition may be associated with 

lung emphysema, fibrosis of the lung that impairs the oxygenation of the blood. Secondary 

polycythemia also develop in peoples have congenital heart diseases, smoking cigarettes, 

neoplasm (eg, renal cell carcinoma) or in nonpathologic conditions such as high altitude
 (1)

. 

Polycythemia is mainly a disease of the elderly 
(2)

. But now many bad habits for young 

individuals lead to appear of secondary polycythemia 
(3)

. Incidence men are more than women  

Secondary polycythemia affects people of any age or origin and characterized by an 

increase production of erythrocytes due to hypoxia, diseases (as renal diseases) and tumors 
(4,5,6)

. 

Common manifestations include itching (pruritus), and severe burning pain in the hands 

or feet that is usually accompanied by a reddish or bluish coloration of the skin. Headache, 

dizziness and hearing and vision disruption because of hypertension. Plethora, ruddy, red color 

of the feet, hands, face and mucous membranes due to the venous stasis. Patients with 

polycythemia are more likely to have gouty arthritis 
(7)

. 

The diagnosis may appear during common blood investigations, and his manifestations 

are caused by increased blood viscosity and volume. Secondary polycythemia treated by 

resolve the main causes, can be induced directly to withdraw some blood by phlebotomy. The 

main goals of treatment secondary polycythemia are prevent complications as hemorrhage and 

thrombosis by correction hemoglobin and hematocrite of the blood. Treatment focusing on 

releasing the main causes which lead to increase erythrocytes production as smoking, 

relocation for patient's life in high altitude, treating tumors of kidney or liver, give some 

medications to decreased blood viscosity as aspirin and made phlebotomy to correct the 

circulating blood volume
(6)

. 

 

Objectives 
The study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of instructional program on secondary 

polycythemic clients 
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METHODOLOGY  

 
Design of the Study: A quasi-experimental design study is carried out through the application 

of pre-test and post-test approach for the study and control groups, from the period of January, 

13
th

 2015 to September, 1
st
 2015.  

Setting of the Study: The present study is carried out in Iraqi national blood bank. 

Sample of the Study: A purposive (Non probability) sample of (70) clients are selected. The 

sample is divided into two groups; (35) clients (case group) are exposed to the instructional 

program and (35) clients are not exposed to the program, considered as the control group. The 

selection of clients was simply randomly hemoglobin level 16-21 mg/dl. 

Instrument: consists of three parts:  

Part I: The demographic data which included the clients characteristic, such as age, gender, 

level of education, marital status, employment, and environment.  

Part II: include the medical history as physical measurements (high and weight), hemoglobin 

level, and packed cell volume, duration of Polycythemia, suffering diseases, smoking and 

drinking.  

Part III: Assessment of client’s knowledge consists of 10 domains based on likert scale 

score as I know 3; uncertain 2; don’t know  
A. Client's knowledge related to definition, causes, and signs and symptoms of secondary 

polycythemia disease knowledge domain (32) items. 

B. Client's knowledge related diagnosis of secondary polycythemia domain (4) items. 

C. Client's knowledge related to complication of secondary polycythemia domain (7) 

items. 

D. Client's knowledge related to treatment of secondary polycythemia domain (5) items. 

E. Client's knowledge related to diet for patients with secondary polycythemia domain 

(13) items. 

F. Client's knowledge related to advantages of smoking cessation and alcohol leaving for 

patients with secondary polycythemia domain (11) items.  

G. Client's knowledge related to advantages of exercise for patient with secondary 

polycythemia domain (5) items. 

H. Client's knowledge related to important of follow up for patient with secondary 

polycythemia domain (4) items. 

I. Client's knowledge related to blood donation for patients with secondary polycythemia 

domain (4) items. 

J. Client's knowledge related to relaxation advantages for patients with secondary 

polycythemia domain (3) items. 

 

Validity and Reliability: The content validity of the instrument was established through a 

panel of (10) experts, the reliability of the items was based on the internal consistency of the 

questionnaire was assessed by calculating Cronbach s' Coefficient alpha which as= 0.75. 

 

Statistical Analysis: The data have been analyzed through the application of: descriptive 

frequency, percentages; mean of scores; and the inferential analysis that include: Analysis of 

variance, and the researcher used the SPSS version 20 to analysis of data. 
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RESULTS: 
Table 1: Distribution of the Study Samples by Socio- Demographic Characteristics NO. 

=70 (Case and Control Groups)  
No. Variable Case Group (35) Control Group (35) 

NO. % NO. % 

Gender Male  34 97.1 32 91.4 

Female  1 2.9 3 8.6 

Age (year) 19 - 24  5 14.3 4 11.4 

25 - 30 7 20.0 13 37.1 

31 – 36 5 14.3 5 14.3 

37 – 41 12 34.3 3 8.6 

48 – 53 1 2.9 4 11.4 

54 - 59 3 8.6 4 11.4 

60 and over  2 5.7 2 5.7 

Marital status Single  10 28.6 9 25.7 

Married  25 71.4 26 74.3 

Level of education Unable to read & write  1 2.9 3 8.6 

Read & Write  2 5.7 1 2.9 

Primary school graduate 11 31.4 11 31.4 

Intermediate school graduate  8 22.9 9 25.7 

Secondary school graduate  5 14.3 4 11.4 

Institute graduate 5 14.3 1 2.9 

College and above graduate 3 8.6 6 17.4 

Employment  Free to study 10 28.6 9 25.7 

Government employee  3 8.6 20 57.1 

Non-governmental employee 1 2.9 0 0.0 

Retired has job  1 2.9 0 0.0 

Retired not having  job    1 2.9 2 5.8 

Free jobs  19 54.3 4 11.4 

Table 1 shows that the 97.1% of the case group were males at age 37-41 years old, 71.4% 

were married, 31.4% primary school graduate, and 54.3% of the case group have free job, the 

socio-demographic characteristics of control group were 91.4% were males, 37.1% of theme at 

age 25-30 years old, 74.3% were married, 31.4% primary school graduated, and 57.1% of them 

government employee. 

Table 2: Medical History of the Study Sample (Case and Control groups) NO.= 70 
No. Variables Case Group (35) Control Group (35) 

NO. % NO. % 

Body Mass 

Index 

 Normal weight 11 31.4 7 20.0 

Over weight 14 40.0 7 20.0 

Obese  7 20.0 18 51.4 

Very Obese  3 8.6 3 8.6 

Hemoglobin  

level 

16 -  17.9 mg/dl 1 2.9 5 14.2 

18 -  19.9 mg/dl 27 77.1 24 68.5 

20 -  21.9 mg/dl 7 20.0 6 17.3 

Duration of 

Polycythemia 

Less than 1 year 21 60.0 25 71.5 

1 -  3 year 10 28.6 8 23.0 

4 -  6 year 4 11.4 2 5.5 

Diseases Hypertension 3 8.5 3 8.0 

Respiratory diseases 1 2.9 3 8.0 

Gastrointestinal diseases 1 2.9 1 2.9 

Joint disease 3 8.6 3 8.0 

renal diseases 2 5.7 3 8.0 

Increase Triglycerides  2 5.7 1 2.9 

No disease 23 65.7 21 62.2 

Smoking 

Cigarettes 

Yes 24 68.6 25 71.4 

No 11 31.4 10 28.6 

Smoking 

Cigarettes 

Yes  10 28.6 10 28.6 

No  25 71.4 25 71.4 

Drinking Yes  9 25.7 12 34.2 
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Alcohol No  26 74.3 23 65.8 

Table 2 presented the medical history of the case and control group which as 40% of case 

group over weight, 77.1% were at 18-19.9 mg/dl of hemoglobin, 60% of the case group were 

have secondary polycythemia less than one year, 65.7% not have other diseases, 68.6% of them 

were cigarettes smokers, low percent of the case group smoking water pip, and 25.7% of them 

have drinking alcohol and the medical history of the control group which as 51.4% of case 

group obese, 68.5% were at 18-19.9 mg/dl of hemoglobin, 71.5% of the case group were have 

secondary polycythemia less than one year, 62.2% not have other diseases 71.4 them were 

cigarettes smokers, low percent of the control group smoking water pip, and 34.2% of them 

have drinking alcohol. 

 

Table 3: Statistical Differences between pre- and post Study group concerning 

Instructional Program about Clients Knowledge related to polycythemia 

Pre and post study  Mean N SD t. test df Sig. 

p≥ 0.05 

Pre- program 178.08 35 10.929 22.82 34 .051 

Post - program 218.20 35 5.002   S. 

Table 3 presented the effective of instructional program for case group between pre and 

post program by significant differences between them at p≥ 0.05 level 

Table 4: Statistical Differences between pre study - and pre control concerning 

Instructional Program about Clients Knowledge related to Polycythemia 

Pre-study and  

pre-control 

Mean N SD t. test df Sig. 

 p≥ 0.05 

Pre-control 217.24 35 9.701 -.584 34 .466 

N.S. Pre-study 218.95 35 11.376   

 

Table 4 shows that there were not significant differences between pre case and pre 

control concerning Instructional Program for Clients Knowledge related to polycythemia 

 

 

Figure 1: differnces between post study and post control rgarding Instructional Program 

concerning client knowledge about Polycythemia 

Figure 1 shows the differences between client responses for instructional between case 

and control group at post test  

 



KUFA JOURNAL FOR NURSING SCIENCES Vol.6 No. 1 Jan. through April  2016 

 

111 

 

Table 5: Comparison between the Clients’ Knowledge and their Age concerning Domains 

of Instructional Program 
Domains of Instructional Program Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

p≤0.05 

Definition 

Between Groups 80.535 6 13.423 2.378 .055 

Within Groups 158.036 28 5.644  S. 

Total 238.571 34    

Diagnosis 

Between Groups 3.004 6 .501 .942 .481 

Within Groups 14.882 28 .531   

Total 17.886 34    

complication 

Between Groups .702 6 .117 .283 .940 

Within Groups 11.584 28 .414   

Total 12.286 34    

treatment 

Between Groups .062 6 .010 .320 .921 

Within Groups .909 28 .032   

Total .971 34    

Diet 

Between Groups .096 6 29.163 3.893 006 

Within Groups .875 28 7.491  H.S 

Total .971 34    

Smoking cession 

Between Groups 4.674 6 .779 .747 .617 

Within Groups 29.212 28 1.043   

Total 33.886 34    

Exercises 

Between Groups .249 6 8.735 2.940 .024 

Within Groups 3.636 28 2.971  S. 

Total 3.886 34    

Follow-up 

Between Groups .386 6 .064 1.200 .335 

Within Groups 1.500 28 .054   

Total 1.886 34    

Blood donation 

Between Groups .096 6 .016 .514 .792 

Within Groups .875 28 .031   

Total .971 34    

relaxation 

Between Groups .159 6 .026 .287 .938 

Within Groups 2.584 28 .092   

Total 2.743 34    

Table 5 presented the comparison between instructional program and age of case group 

which revealed that there were significant differences between age and their knowledge 

concerning definition of disease, diet and exercise at p≤0.05 level . 

Table 6: Comparison between the Clients’ Knowledge and their Level of Education 

concerning Domains of Instructional Program. 
Domain of Instructional 

Program 

Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

p≤0.05 

Definition 
Between Groups 14.874 6 2.479 1.361 .265 

Within Groups 51.011 28 1.822   

Diagnosis 
Between Groups 80.535 6 13.423 2.378 .065 

Within Groups 158.036 28 5.644   

complication 
Between Groups 3.004 6 .501 .942 .481 

Within Groups 14.882 28 .531   

treatment 
Between Groups .702 6 .117 .283 .940 

Within Groups 11.584 28 .414   

Diet 
Between Groups .062 6 2.233 3.726 .008 

Within Groups .909 28 .599  H.S 

Smoking cession 
Between Groups .096 6 .016 .514 .792 

Within Groups .875 28 .031   

Exercises 
Between Groups 4.674 6 .779 .747 .617 

Within Groups 29.212 28 1.043   

Follow-up 
Between Groups .249 6 .042 .320 .921 

Within Groups 3.636 28 .130   

Blood donation 
Between Groups .159 6 12.625 2.753 .031 

Within Groups 2.584 28 4.586  S. 

relaxation 
Between Groups .159 6 .026 .287 .938 

Within Groups 2.584 28 .092   
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Table 6 presented the comparison between instructional program and level of education 

of case group which revealed that there were significant differences between level of education 

and their knowledge concerning diet and blood donation at p≤ 0.05 level. 

Table 7: Comparison between the Clients’ Knowledge and their Employment concerning 

Domains of Instructional Program 
Domain of Instructional 

Program 

Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

p≤0.05 

Definition 

Between Groups 80.535 5 37.356 2.559  

Within Groups 158.036 29 14.600  .049 

Total 238.571 34   S. 

Diagnosis 

Between Groups 3.004 6 .501 .942 .481 

Within Groups 14.882 28 .531   

Total 17.886 34    

complication 

Between Groups .702 5 8.869 5.816 .001 

Within Groups 11.584 29 1.525  H.S 

Total 12.286 34    

treatment 

Between Groups .062 6 .010 .320 .921 

Within Groups .909 28 .032   

Total .971 34    

Diet 

Between Groups .096 6 29.163 3.893 006 

Within Groups .875 28 7.491  H.S 

Total .971 34    

Smoking cession 

Between Groups 4.674 6 .779 .747 .617 

Within Groups 29.212 28 1.043   

Total 33.886 34    

Exercises 

Between Groups .249 6 8.735 2.940 .003 

Within Groups 3.636 28 2.971  H.S 

Total 3.886 34    

Follow-up 

Between Groups .386 6 .064 1.200 .335 

Within Groups 1.500 28 .054   

Total 1.886 34    

Blood donation 

Between Groups .096 5 4.524 2.432 .059 S. 

Within Groups .875 29 1.860   

Total .971 34    

relaxation 

Between Groups .159 5 6.735 3.733 .010 

Within Groups 2.584 29 1.804  H.S 

Total 2.743 34    

Table 7 revealed that there were significant differences between employments and the 

case group knowledge concerning definition, smoking cession, complication, exercise, blood 

donation and relaxation at p≤ 0.05 levels 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The demographic characteristics of present study revealed that the 97.1% of the case 

group were males at age 37-41 years old, 71.4% were married, 31.4% primary school graduate, 

and 54.3% of the case group have free job, and the demographic characteristics of control 

group were 91.4% were males, 37.1% of theme at age 25-30 years old, 74.3% were married, 

31.4% primary school graduated, and 57.1% of them government employee. (Table 1) Amin, et 

al., (2011)
 (8)

, fined in their study that the male patients were 86.5% and 13.5% were female, 

and mean age was 58 years (ranged 37 to 72 years), Levitz, et al., (2015)
 (9)

 funded that the 

rates of clients did not differ between unmarried  and married person in their knowledge, Green 

and Cavanaugh, (2015)
 (10)

 determined that the low educational level lead to increase risk to 

injury of chronic diseases, Memon, et al., (2015)
 (11)

 stated that  the people who not read and 

write have low knowledge toward their illness. 
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The results of the present study revealed that the medical history of the case group which 

as 40% of case group over weight. This results agree with Nadeem, et al., (2013) they 

presented that the patients with venous thromboembolisim related to polycythemia have high 

body mass index, high percent (77.1%) of the study sample were at 18-19.9 mg/dl of 

hemoglobin level(12), this results similar that results for Biswas, et al,. (2003), they presented in 

their study which conducted in united kingdom, the hemoglobin level of two cases admitted to 

the hospital was 21.6 gm/dl and 19.1 gm/dl, the first has myocardial infarction and the second 

has pulmonary embolism related to polycythemia
(13)

, the results of present study revealed that 

60% of the case group were have secondary polycythemia less than one year, Kumar, (2012)
 

concluded in their study that there were significant association between Knowledge score and 

age, Sex, occupation, residence, body mass index, duration of illness
 (14)

.  

High percent of the case group (68.6%) were cigarettes smokers. These results agree with 

Almarshad, et al., (2014),  they stated that the smoking lead to increase hematocrit level and 

blood viscosity
(3)

  

low percent of the case group were smoking water pip this results disagree with Tadmor, 

et al., (2011) they stated in their case study that the water pip consider as a cause of secondary 

polycythemia, the findings of the present study presented that (25.7%) of the study sample 

have drinking alcohol (15), this results disagree with results of Kotani, et al,. (2008). they 

discovered that alcohol intake increase risk of blood disorders 
(16)

. 

The effectiveness of instructional program concerning the client’s knowledge toward 

secondary polycythemia for case group at pre and post period was clear in table 3 which 

presented that the post program was improved in the clients knowledge than pre instructional 

program and these results supported by Huang, et al., (2015) they assessed knowledge 

improvement on 848 participants in a pharmacist-facilitated national community education 

program over a 4-month semester and to identify the educational needs of adults related to 

medications, (42.8%) of them completed the pre-to-post questionnaire(17). Baseline medication 

knowledge was positively correlated with participants' education level and negatively 

correlated with age. Significant improvement in medication knowledge was evident at the end 

of the program. The age and education level were significant determinants in the improvement 

of the pre-to-post program test score. The clients responses at pre period for case and control 

group appears in table4 which presented that there were not significant differences between pre 

case and pre control for instructional program, this findings supported by Shah, et al., (2015) 

they determine in their study which conducted on 122 Indian subjects average age was 41 years 

and 67% had more than a high school education was significantly improved knowledge and 

lower education was associated with a lower post-test score(18). The effectiveness of 

instructional program on clients knowledge for case group at post program period comparative 

with control group regarding to domains of instructional program showed in figure 1 which 

indicated the improvement of case knowledge at post-test more than control group, this results 

supported by Hu, (2015) He concluded after apply their program that a short education lecture 

made for patients had a good effect on their knowledge (19). 
The study presented that there were statistical differences between instructional program 

and age of case group regarding diet and exercise at P≤0.05 level. Kumar, (2012) stated in their 

study that the patients knowledge regarding to their disease diet 43.42% patient had poor 

knowledge regarding disease diet and exercise(14) . 

The comparison between instructional program and educational level of the case group 

was revealed that there were significant differences between level of education and their 

knowledge concerning diet and blood donation at p≤ 0.05 level. This result agree with. 

Shriraam, et al., (2015) determined in their study, persons not read and write associated with 

low knowledge about complication of their disease(20).  
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There were significant differences between employments and the case group knowledge 

concerning definition, smoking cession, complication, exercise, blood donation and relaxation 

at p≤ 0.05 levels table (7). Present results supported by Shriraam, et al., (2015)
 
showed in their 

study which conducted on 366 patients in India were illiterate, low socioeconomic status and 

older age associated with low knowledge about complication of their disease 
(20)

.  

 

CONCLUSION: 
 

The study concluded that the program which applied by the researchers has a clear 

impact on enhancing the knowledge of clients related to definition and symptoms and how to 

control the disease through the pretest and posttest of the program. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Based on the results of study the researcher recommended that an increase health 

awareness among young people through the implementation of courses and lectures for youth 

in order to control the causes of disease and their risks, and needs for more education for 

Secondary polycythemia clients for better understanding of disease, experience, knowledge, 

misconception, motivation, and perception. 
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