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Abstract: 

The Shiite religious authority has played an important role in the 

 cultural, political and religious life in more than one Islamic country, 

including Iraq. This role was acquired by the religious authority from the 

strength it obtained from its reliance on the people for its funding and 

appointment sources, as well as as a result of its harmony with popular 

demands and its fight against dictatorship, tyranny and occupation. It also 

had an effective role in enriching the intellectual arena with many 

contributions that were effectively reflected in the development of Shiite 

political thought in particular and on the development of Islamic thought 

in general. 

The Najaf environment is one of the most important features that 

contributed to shaping the personality of Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi 

Shams al-Din. Imam Muhsin al-Hakim and Imam Abu al-Qasim al-

Khoei had a great role in refining his scientific personality and social 

psyche, and he was the subject of their love and appreciation, as was Mr. 

Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr and Mr. Ismail Al-Sadr, they praise him and 

view him as a great Islamic scholar. 

Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din contributed to the process of 

renewal and modernization that appeared in the holy shrine of Najaf. The 
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great and all those who were with them that the teaching books, and most 

of the primary subjects are not suitable as an introduction to the required 

sciences. Which means that the curriculum must be reformulated on the 

basis of the requirements of the era that spends on colors of knowledge. 

The party that put forward this idea and works on its rooting was the 

Association of the Publication Forum, which was founded by Sheikh 

Muhammad Reda Al-Mudhaffar and Mr. Muhammad Taqi Al-Hakim. 

Modern universities and make study within the scope of colleges that have 

programmed curricula and distributed over specific years and have exams. 

And that the curricula in universities, colleges and schools are subject to 

change and renewal from time to time, but changing the curricula in the 

seminaries was one of the most difficult things, because some scientific 

authorities refuse to renew curricula and textbooks in the seminary, and 

Mr. Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr criticized the insistence of some scientific 

authorities on refusing to renew Curricula and textbooks in the Hawza, as 

he expressed his criticism of this tendency to maintain the same Hawza 

curricula by saying: 

 .Sheikh Muhammad Shams al-Din was of the opinion that it is imperative 

for the hawza to be freed from the tendency to adhere to what was, and 

Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din was surprised during one of his 

visits to the holy Qom that Mulla Abdullah’s entourage in logic is still 

circulating until now this blessed book The generous paid his installment 

and he should be referred to retirement, and this is an indication that 

modernization was one of his concerns. 

Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din is considered one of the 

innovators in the fields and fields of ijtihad, so he believes that the jurist 

must be familiar with the issues of his time, the problems of his society and 

the problems of contemporary human beings in environmental issues and 
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issues of community organization in all fields and the interactions of 

society with nature and many fields that exist, and the jurist must From 

being concerned with it, and the necessity requires expanding the fields of 

ijtihad so as to accommodate it, so there will be environmental 

jurisprudence, organizational jurisprudence, relational jurisprudence in 

the field of nature, the field of internal society and external relations. As a 

result of the objectively shrinking of jurisprudence, ijtihad has constantly 

focused on the jurisprudential aspects that are most relevant to the 

individual applied field, and the topics that pave the way for the social 

applied field have been neglected, as a result of the shrinkage of its goal 

and the direction of the jurist’s mind, where deduction often refers to the 

Muslim individual and his need for guidance. Islamic Sharia is not only a 

theoretical and belief knowledge, as is the case in belief, but rather it is 

knowledge for the sake of action, because it is the Muslim’s constitution 

and law in his private and public daily life in his relationship with nature, 

and so is the constitution of the nation. The Muslim woman and her law 

are specific to herself, in terms of her internal relations, and in her relations 

with the outside world. 
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