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The Role of His Eminence Sayyid Ali Al-Sistani’s Religious Authorityin
Safeguarding National Unity & Renouncing Extremism in Iraq after y. . v
Abstract
The follower of the sequence of events at the level of modern and
contemporary Iraq's history, realizes the importance of the role played by
the Shiite Religious Authorities in Najaf City, in safeguarding, upbringing
and consolidating the national unity of the people of Iraq in all the political
and social events and facts that have occurred in Iraq since the
establishment of the Iraqi state in (yay)y) until today.

The importance of the pivotal role played by these Shiite Religious

Authorities in rejecting extremism in all its forms and manifestations,
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including political, religious, sectarian and ethnic (national). We do not
exaggerate much if we say that the current historical stage after v. .y and
until today 1s one of the most dangerous historical stages that Iraq has gone
through, as this historical stage has resulted in the repercussions, crises and
dangers that threaten the existence and entity of Iraq and the possibility of
turning it into conflicting states among themselves on ethnic or sectarian
bases, had it not been because of the pivotal role played by the religious
authority in Najaf City, represented by His Eminence, Sayyid Ali Al-
Sistani, in preventing this and protecting, upbringing and safeguarding the
national unity of the people of this country, and the sincere call to
renounce all calls for extremism that have emerged dangerously after v. . v
and until today.
This time period, with its repercussions and secretions, constituted a
pivotal historical stage, which is considered the most dangerous in the
history of Iraq, where the pivotal and great role that it played and is still
the role of his Eminence Sayyid Ali Al-Sistani’s Religious Authority in
addressing all the challenges that have arisen in these circumstances to
contribute to a large extent in safeguard the entity of the Iraqi state and
banishing the specter of disintegration, division, fragmentation, and
internal fighting (civil war).
The focus in this research will be on proving the hypothesis that his
Eminence Sayyid Ali Al-Sistani’s Religious Authority have a pivotal role
in consolidating unity and rejecting extremism in Iraq after v. .y, through
the factual data that we find in the fatwas, statements, messages and answers
of his Eminence Sayyid Ali Al-Sistani’s Religious Authority that
emphasize the necessity of respecting the constitution, achieving the
majority, and holding elections, spreading the culture of tolerance among

the people of Iraq and his Eminence’s insistence on facing all challenges of
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Iragi national unity, whether internal or external, in order to achieve
political stability, such attitudes of his Eminence Sayyid Ali Al-Sistani’s
Religious Authority are considered the fortress of the safeguarding of Iraq
and its people. The study and analysis of these attitudes and data is one of
the necessities of this stage of the history of Iraq.
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