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The summary is in English )
(University of Kufa/Faculty of Political Science
The religious reference and its role in embodying the legitimacy of the
constitutional state. A reading of the concept of the constitution and the
Legislative Council (Parliament) in Shiite political thought - Iraq and Iran
as a model
A research presented to the twentieth international conference of the
Center for Kufa Studies - Assistant Professor Dr. Sabah Karim Riah Al-
Fatlawi / College of Political Science - University of Kufa
The concept of the legislative institution (parliament) has been linked to
democratic systems, as it is considered one of its most important
components and foundations. Through Parliament, the people are
represented and their representatives participate in enacting legislation and
making laws. Through Parliament, the right of citizens to monitor the
government, its violation of laws, or the violation of the freedoms of the
people and its institutions is guaranteed. Representatives of the people or
representatives of Parliament are usually elected through free elections in
which individuals. .
Certainly, these advanced concepts were not absent from the thinking of
Islamic scholars, jurists and intellectuals, whose political awareness of the
level of these concepts was based on their importance in the lives of
peoples. The Shiite religious authority had a great role in embodying these
concepts by embodying the legitimac of the constitutional state.
For the purpose of researching the importance and nature of this

distinguished role of the religious authority, the title of the tagged research
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came (the religious authority and its role in embodying the legitimacy of
the constitutional state - a reading in the concept of the constitution and
the Legislative Council (Parliament) in Shiite political thought - Iraq and
Iran as a model”) to highlight the roots of constitutional intellectual
concepts Parliamentarianism in Shiite political thinking through the role
of Shiite scholars in spreading constitutional ideas .
The clergy and the religious establishment had a leading role with the
educated group in the process of reform and calling for the constitutional
revolution. Their opposition to the Shah was built on specific foundations,
considering that any worldly rule is far from the level of Islamic rule to
which they advocate, and the economic and political independence
enjoyed by the clerics was what enabled them. From working against
Nasir al-Din Shah without affecting them, the clergy took the method of
protesting known as (best), which gives them complete protection from
power, and they also exercised the role of mass numbers through their
direct contact with the Iranians after the central government lost its
authority due to internal dissolution and increase The interference of
foreign countries in Iran and its affairs, so preachers played a media role in
transmitting information to the Iranians and inciting them against the
regime. The pulpits were the means of communication between the
educated and uneducated groups, and they became the base for promoting
political meetings of the clergy and embarrassing the central authority to
support popular demands by the clergy. Mosques witnessed large
gatherings during religious ceremonies, and clerics began to discuss and
analyze religious issues with social, economic and political significance.
In addition to the contributions of the clergy outside Iran, especially in
Najaf, Kadhimiya and Samarra, which had an important and main role in

raising religious and political awareness and calling for reform and the



VYo

(bl Z3aY) e — 3l (2 W g A sl
constitution. The movement and in resisting the deviation of Qajar rule,
and the fatwas of the clergy in Najaf and Samarra had a direct impact on
foreign influence and the fight against privileges, domination and Qajar
tyranny. .
The opinions and propositions of (Jamal al-Din al-Afghani), and (Mirza
Malcolm Khan) during the era of (Nasir al-Din Shah) (yA¢A - yA31 AD),
and his son Muzaftar al-Din Shah (yAa1 - va.v AD), had a great role in
directing the minds of young people and the conscious group of Iranians
towards ( Reform and (renewal) starting with the rejection of authoritarian
rule, individualism in government, incitement to the constitution and the
rule of law, and democratic visions, with urging adherence to the original
values of Islam, and opening minds to scientific and cultural developments
in the world at that time. The efforts of these two reformers, and many of
their ilk, influenced a large number of followers and supporters of the
reformist and renewal thought, especially among those elites with
conciliation tendencies - approximation between Sharia and modern

science.
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