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Writings of the Cairo-based Al-Tali'ah magazine on
the liberation movements in Vietnam and North Korea,
1965-1975

Dr. Fatima Hamdan Obaidi
University of Kufa / College of Arts

Abstract:

Liberation movements in Asia during the twentieth century represent a powerful
embodiment of peoples” struggles against colonialism and occupation. Vietnam and Korea are
two prominent examples. In Vietnam, leader Ho Chi Minh led a national liberation movement
against French colonialism, which lasted for decades. This was followed by successive battles
against American intervention. On the other hand, Korea witnessed a liberation movement against
Japanese occupation, which lasted from 1910 to 1945. This led to the division of the country into
North and South after World War 11, followed by the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950.
Therefore, these two experiences occupied the attention of the Egyptian magazine Al-Tali"ah,
which focused on covering these movements. They contributed to spreading ideas of liberation
and social justice, and reflected the hopes of the peoples of Asia for achieving independence and
sovereignty. This increased the awareness of Arab readers of political and social developments in
these regions through many of its articles written by various leftist writers. The magazine"s
interest in these two experiences stemmed from its leftist socialist current, and therefore it paid
special attention to countries with socialist tendencies.

Keywords: (liberation movements, Vietnam, Korea, magazine, vanguard, writings)
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