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Abstract:

Throughout its first ten centuries, the Islamic world witnessed multiple waves of epidemics.
However, some were distinguished by their severe mortality and extensive scope, transcending the
Arabian Peninsula, the Levant, and Egypt to encompass vast regions of the known world. Among
the most prominent and impactful of these was the epidemic known in historical sources as the
"Black Mortality" (Al-Mawtan Al-Aswad) or the "Great Annihilation" (Al-Fina' Al-Kabir) , which
occurred in 749 AH / 1348 CE.

The historian Ibn Al-Wardi describes its initial emergence, noting that its news first came from
China, then it spread toward India, reached the lands of the Uzbeks, broke the back of Transoxiana,
and invaded the lands of the Persians ('Ajam), particularly the territories of Al-Khata, Crimea (Al-
Qirim), Anatolia (Al-Rum), Cyprus, and the islands (Al-Jaza'ir). Subsequently, it struck Egypt
(Cairo, Alexandria, and Upper Egypt), expanded towards Barqa in the Maghreb (Ifrigiya), then
turned towards Gaza, Ascalon (Ashkelon), and Acre (Akka) in Palestine, reaching the Dome of the
Rock. Ibn Al-Wardi continues his narrative of its path: "It traversed the stages, hunted Sidon,
ambushed Beirut, then directed its arrow towards Damascus... then it afflicted Al-Mazzah, emerged
to Barzah, and mounted... against Baalbek... it struck Homs with a great calamity and drained it...
then it entered Ma'arrat al-Nu'man... then it crept to Sarmin and Al-Fu'ah... then Antioch... then it
humiliated Azaz and Kalaz... and the fortresses... and Aleppo," eventually reaching Baghdad.
Regarding its symptoms, historians relate that the definitive sign of infection was the spitting of
blood; whenever a person spat blood, people were certain they would die within two nights. A
researcher, quoting Ibn Taghribirdi, describes the magnitude of the catastrophe in Egypt: "It
continued tearing apart the Egyptian body for about two years, with the number of its victims
ranging between ten thousand and twenty thousand people daily. The number of dead increased to
such an extent that people carried them on ladders, doors, and wooden planks... It seems that graves
were too few to accommodate these vast numbers, so people resorted to burying multiple bodies in
a single pit — i.e., a single grave. Streets and mosques were filled with the corpses of victims. The
plague was so lethal that medicines were of no avail, due to the swiftness of death." He adds that
its effects were not limited to humans but extended to sea creatures, birds in the sky, and wild beasts
on land; even small fish in canals and lakes were poisoned by its impact.

The names of this plague multiplied due to its severity; it was called the "Black Death." It is narrated
that it appeared suddenly, and after wreaking immense destruction upon people, it disappeared just
as suddenly, although some historians indicate that it roamed the world for fifteen years before
reaching Aleppo in 749 AH, continually terrorizing and causing death throughout that period. This
epidemic is worthy of study, not only for the magnitude of its impact but also for its striking
similarity to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic we are experiencing today, in terms of its vast
geographical scope, the severity of its health and social repercussions, and the challenges humans
faced in confronting it. Hence, the significance of this research lies in elucidating the features of
that historical catastrophe and drawing lessons that remain relevant in facing pandemics.
Keywords: Plague of Death, Black Death, The Great Annihilation, The Plague, Plague of Lineages.
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-Ashtor, E. (1976). *A social and economic history of the near East in the
Middle Ages*. London: Collins.
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